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‘Azolla is a small water forn belonging to the family Salviniaceae. The potential significance of Azolla
as a source of nitrogen in agriculture is due to its symbiotic association with the nitrogen fixing blue.green algae,
Anabaena azollae that is found within its leaves. Azolla has been known and used as a gresn manure for rice
in Vu:tnam for centuries.

Of the 6 species of Azolla in existence today, Azolia pzrmata is found occurrmg naturally in many parts o
Srj Lanka. Although some rice fields in the country had this for Wcll over haif a century, there s no evidence
of attempts to exploit its agronomic potential by farmers '

Under favourable conditions Azolla can be made to provxde more than half the quantity of nitrogen
required by a rice crop.  Additionally it provides organic matter to the soil.

Water is the fundamental requirement for the existence of Azolla. A major constraint to the extension
of its use in rice culture in Sri Lanka wauld be the non-aval]ablhty of sufficient: water durmg certain p*nods
of the year in some parts of the country : : :

""" Some insect pests and snalls are found to be very disastrous to the gmwth and propagatlon of Azolla

As a supplier of nitrogen and carbon using atmosphcrm sources and solar energy, Azolla is a
blo-ferullzer with great potentlal i
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